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ties; or power of the Ficiioral Assembiy, to aufhorisé them to
make the supposéd Cession. Dois the 8to section of the 13t
article of the Constitution - of the United gmtes confer upon
the General Assembly the supposed power ? That section c-
numerates the | powers of Congress, and confers no grait of pawer
whatever upon any State Legislature. 1t contemplates a Ces]
sion- by particular States “ef a’ district of tervitory,” but the
mode, by which the State shall exercive this high saveeign pow-
er if left enfirely themselves. When the high sovereign power, of
adopting the Constitation of the Umted States, was to be
exercised, the General Aeeemb\y did not conceive themsclves
to be clothed with it, biut it had to be exercised through the me-
dium of a convention of Delezates, ‘chosen for the occasiou. In
like manner, the Stale, with the consent of the citizens, or a
majority thereof, of the territory referred to, mght have cedesl
the said tervitory to the United States; vr. by an ammdmem of
the constitution of Maryland,in the prescribed mode, the au-
tlmr:ty to make the Cession might have been coufum MI on the
General Assembly.

‘The committee present these views and fuquiries with deffer-
ence and diffidence, because of their seeming novel'y, but the
principles by which they have tried the question of power, are
not new; they lic at the foundation of Republican ‘Government,
and are the basis of the rights f the people; and the cominit-
tee can account for the fact, that the views herein eirtertained
in refereuce to the supposed Cessivn have not been generally
entertained by others, “only by supposing that this question
of poiver to make the Cession, hasnot been divecely prescnted to
their minds, but that without mquu y, or reflection, it fras been
taken and considered as havmg been a cmxstututmnal exzreise of
power. |

According to the ('m'cgm:w'ne\\ 8, there is nothing obhgafo-
ry upon the state of Maryland, growing eut of the act of the
General Assémbly of 1791, Is thme any thing of binding force
growing out of the acquicsence of the peuph, incinded mthm
‘the territory supposed to have becn cedeldl, ‘and of the -peaple
of the State generally, in the act of the General Asscmb!y a-
foresaid ?

- This acquiescence has grown out of the opinian which secmed
“to have been entertained by all parties, that the supposed ces-
sion was constitutienal, that it was beuneficial to all parties in-
terested, that the teritory included within the District of Colum-
bia would be pecaliarly favoured, and the prosperity ofits citizens



